
July 4, 2026

The Honorable John Thune
Majority Leader
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Charles E. Schumer
Minority Leader
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Mike Johnson
Speaker of the House
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries
Democratic Leader
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressional Leadership:

On behalf of the Michigan Congressional Delegation, we are pleased to submit a Pure Michigan 
license plate engraved with “America 250,” Pure Michigan brochure, photograph of the 
Michigan House delegation in the U.S. Capitol Rotunda at the statue of Michigan-native 
President Gerald Ford, and picture of the Michigan U.S. Senate delegation at the first annual 
Taste of Michigan & National Hot Dog Day Celebration for inclusion in the Semiquincentennial 
Congressional Time Capsule. We have selected the license plate and brochure because they 
reflect two defining pillars of Michigan’s identity: our historic leadership as the “Auto State” and
our natural heritage as the “Great Lakes State.” The photographs serve as a record of the men 
and women entrusted with representing Michigan in Congress during the United States’ 250th 
anniversary, preserving for future generations a snapshot of the state’s federal delegation at this 
historic milestone.

For more than a century, Michigan has stood at the center of America’s automotive industry. The
moving assembly line, born in Michigan in 1913, revolutionized manufacturing across the globe 
and transformed the American workforce. Generations of Michiganders found stable, good-
paying jobs in booming automotive plants, helping build America’s middle class.

Michigan’s industrial strength also largely contributed to our national defense. Following the 
onset of World War II, Americans were needed to supply the materials required to support the 
Allied Powers and turn the tide of the war. Michigan responded decisively. Our factories rapidly 
retooled from producing civilian vehicles to manufacturing tanks, bombers, engines, artillery, 
and protective equipment, becoming “The Arsenal of Democracy.” These efforts helped secure 
the Allied Forces’ victory and solidified Michigan’s enduring legacy of patriotism, innovation, 
and industrial might.

As our nation marks 250 years since our founding, the auto industry continues to shape 
Michigan’s identity and serve as an engine for our economy. It supports hundreds of thousands 
of jobs, drives innovation in manufacturing, and contributes hundreds of billions of dollars to 
Michigan’s economy annually. Michigan remains a global leader in building the vehicles that 
keep the United States and the world moving.



Michigan is equally defined by its extraordinary natural resources. Known proudly as the “Great 
Lakes State,” Michigan is home to the longest freshwater coastline in the United States, acting as
a vital economic and environmental asset. The Great Lakes serve as our most precious and 
indispensable resource, offering unparalleled opportunities for families and shaping our state’s 
unique culture.

Recognizing the importance of this national treasure, in 2006, the State of Michigan launched 
Pure Michigan, an advertising campaign to promote tourism and share Michigan’s natural beauty
and outdoor heritage with visitors from around the globe.

The Pure Michigan license plate and brochure stand as a symbol of our state’s identity as 
innovators, builders, and stewards of one of America’s most iconic natural resources. In addition 
to these items of Michigan’s industry and natural heritage, the photographs of our House and 
Senate delegations preserve a record of the individuals elected to represent the people of 
Michigan at the time of our nation’s semiquincentennial.

Together, these items capture both the character of our state and the voices entrusted to represent
it during this historic moment in American history. We are proud to contribute them to the 
Semiquincentennial Congressional Time Capsule as a testament to Michigan’s unique role in our
nation’s rich and storied history.

Sincerely,

Gary C. Peters
United States Senator

Elissa Slotkin
United States Senator

Tim Walberg
Member of Congress

Bill Huizenga
Member of Congress

Debbie Dingell
Member of Congress

John R. Moolenaar
Member of Congress
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Jack Bergman
Member of Congress

Haley M. Stevens
Member of Congress

Rashida Tlaib
Member of Congress

Lisa C. McClain
Member of Congress

John James
Member of Congress

Hillary J. Scholten
Member of Congress

Shri Thanedar
Member of Congress

Tom Barrett
Member of Congress

Kristen McDonald Rivet
Member of Congress
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