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January 23, 2014

The Honorable David Michaels, PhD, MPH
Assistant Secretary

Occupational Safety and Health Administration
U.S. Department of Labor

200 Constitution Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20210

Dear Assistant Secretary Michaels:

I have been made aware that the information on regulations.gov regarding the comment period
for OSHA’s Occupational Exposure to Respirable Crystalline Silica proposed rule is incorrect.
As you can see from the attached screen shot, the website states the comment period closed
December 11, 2013. In response to my request, on October 25, 2013, OSHA extended the
comment period from December 11, 2013, to January 27, 2014. I urge you to rectify this
mistake immediately.

Additionally, I request that DOL extend its public comment period for an additional 30 days as
the incorrect deadline may have deterred stakeholders from providing comments. An extension
ensures stakeholders confused by this mistake have adequate time to submit comments.

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter. If you have any questions or comments
please contact Loren Sweatt of the Committee staff at (202) 225-7101.

Sincerely,
TIM WALBERG P~
Chairman

Subcommittee on Workforce Protection

CC: The Honorable George Miller, Senior Democratic Member
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This Proposed Ruke document wias issuzd by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA)
For related informabon, Open Docket Folder &

Action

Proposed ru'e; request for comments

Summary

The Occupalional Saety and Health Administration (OSHA) propases lo amend s evisting standards for cccupati pirabie crystatine sica The basis for issuance of hs
proposal is a prefnnary delerminabon by the Assistan! Secrelary of Labor for O¢cupational Safely and Healh Inalemph',ees exposed o respirable cryslatne sca face a signfcant risk lo their
heath al the currenl permissivie exp Imils and that [ these proposed standards wil substanbaly reduce that fisk

This document proposes a new pemissible exposure ki, calcutated as an B-hour Eme-seighted average, of 50 mitrograms of respirabie crystatine $ica per cubic meler of ar (50 pgim %)
OSHA also proposes olher ancilary provisions for employee protection such as preferred melnods for contro®ng exposure, respiralory protecton, medical surveilance, hazard communicalion,
and recordkeeping. OSHA s proposing bwo separale requialory leds—one for general industry and martine, and the ather for ion—in erder o tafor requi 1o the tife

found in Ihese setlors

Dales

Wrdlen comments. WWallen comments, including comments on the information cofiecion
1085), must be submitted (postmarked, sénl, or received) by December 11, 2013

destrbed in Section X of the preambie (OMB Review under he Paperwork Reduclion Act of

Informal pubiic heanings. The Agency pians 1 ho'd informal pubic hearings beainnng on March 4, 2014, in Washington, DC mexmbtneheammtolastrm g30am to530pm, local
tme, a schedue w be released priot lo the slar of the hearings. The exact dally sthedule may ba amended al the discreton of the p ive law judge (ALJ). I y. e
hearings wil confinue 21 the same tme on subsequent days Peer revieaers of OSHA'S Heallh Etfects Literature Review and Pretminary Quanttale Rk Assessment wil be presentin
Washington, DC to hear testmony on the second day of Ihe hearing, March 5, 2014, see Section XV for mote information on (he peer review process

Notice of infenton lo appear al lhe feanngs. Interested persons wha infend to presenl lestmony o question winesses at Ihe hearings must submit (ransmd. send, postmark, defver) a notice of
their intention o do so by November 12. 2013, The notice of intent must indicale i ihe submitler requests 1o present lestmony in the presence of the peer reviesers

Heaning testmony and documentary evidence. Inlerested persons who request moce than 10 minutes to present lestmiony, or who inlend lo subme documentary evidence, al ihe hearings must
subnid (transmd, send, postmark. delver) the ful tedt of their testmony and al dotumentary evidence by December 11, 2013 See Section XV below for delals on the formal and how o Fée a
natice of intention 1o appear, submd documentary evidence al he hearng, and request an approprate amount of tme lo present testmony.

Addresses

Whifen comments. You may submi comments, identified by Dockel o, OSHA-2010-0034, by any of Ihe folowing methods:

Eleclroncaly” You may submi comments and allathments eiectronicaly al it ZAviy reguiatons gov, which is Ihe Federal e-Ru'zmakng Portal. Foliow the nstructions on-fne for makng
eleclrenic submissions.
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