
 
 
February 20, 2015 
 
The Honorable Tim Walberg 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Representative Walberg: 
 
On behalf of the Small Business & Entrepreneurship Council (SBE 
Council) and our 100,000 members nationwide, I am writing to thank 
you for introducing H.R. 540, the Fifth Amendment Integrity Restoration 
Act (FAIR ACT) of 2015.  SBE Council is pleased to support this 
important legislation to reform abusive civil‐asset forfeiture practices 
carried out by government. 
 
Unfortunately, many innocent small business owners and entrepreneurs 
have found themselves at the mercy of schemes where civil asset 
forfeiture is recklessly used to seize their property or bank accounts.  
Make no mistake, our members believe in providing law enforcement 
with the tools they need to combat and stop criminal activity. After all, a 
safe and secure environment fosters business growth and 
entrepreneurship. But government’s seizure and forfeiture of property 
and money belonging to innocent Americans and business owners is 
unacceptable.  
 
H.R. 540 restores the principle of “innocent until proven guilty”; raises 
the level of proof necessary for government to seize property; 
eliminates “equitable sharing” ‐‐ a perverse incentive that emboldens 
local and state law enforcement to intensify seizures; reforms the 
“structuring” statute, which has been used by the IRS to seize money 
from innocent small business owners; and institutes other key reforms 
that will make forfeiture funds more transparent and accountable. 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Property rights and due process are fundamental American principles 
that differentiate our nation from non‐democratic and corrupt regimes. 
Correcting the misuse and abuse of civil asset forfeiture is of critical 
importance to economic freedom. 
 
Thank you for your leadership in introducing the FAIR Act and 
spearheading bipartisan support for this important initiative.  Please let 
SBE Council know how we can help advance H.R. 540 into law. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Karen Kerrigan 
President & CEO 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