Totnress of the Mnited States
L8801 .
Washington, A 20515

September 19, 2007

The Honorable Mike Bishop The Honorable Craig DeRoche
Majority Leader Republican Leader

Michigan Senate Michigan House of Representatives
P.O. Box 30036 P.O. Box 30014

Lansing, Michigan 48909-7536 Lansing, Michigan 48933

Dear Leader Bishop and Leader DeRoche:

We write to urge you to stand firm in your resolve against Governor Jennifer
Granholm’s proposal to raise taxes on every Michigan taxpayer.

Clearly, you face a difficult budget challenge and we commend your tireless
efforts to identify savings, structural reforms and budget reductions before considering
raising taxes. Michiganders have sent a loud and clear message that the state government
must consider budget cuts before raising taxes.

Governor Granholm’s first plan to tax the only industry growing in Michigan, the
service industry, had a chilling effect on the job providers who employ our constituents.
It drove service industry employers like Comerica out of Michigan to other areas of the
country where taxes are lower. Granholm would have created a new tax on everything
from hair cuts to bowling to going to see the latest Disney movie with our kids.
Thankfully, you stood firm against this potentially disastrous plan.

Now, as Michigan struggles with one of the worst job climates in the country and
our citizens are leaving the state at an alarming pace, the Governor proposes a massive
tax increase on every single Michigan taxpayer. Undoubtedly, this will drive Michigan
families to other states like Texas or Florida or Wyoming — states that have low or even
no income tax.

In order to improve the economic climate in Michigan, we in the Michigan
Congressional Delegation are fighting to help the struggling U.S. auto industry, to crack
down on Asian currency manipulation and the illegal trade practices of Communist
China, and to lower the costs of health care. All while keeping taxes low.

We stand firmly with you in the challenge of protecting Michi gan taxpayers and
Jjob providers.
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Sincerely, 5 ;
Mike Rogers -%’_. e Knollenberg
Member of Congress ember of Congress
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Thaddeus McCotter Fred Upton

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Tim Walberg

Member of Congress



